
1 
 

Intelligence Studies Digest No. 18 

April 2021 – May 2021 
Compiled by Filip Kovacevic, PhD 

fkovacevic@usfca.edu 
 

Disclaimer: With a few exceptions, the books included on this list come from Amazon New Releases in the 

categories of Politics & Social Sciences, History, and Biography. They do not reflect the political or any other 

preferences of the compiler.  

 

Books 

Sohrab Ahmari. The Unbroken Thread: Discovering the Wisdom of Tradition in an Age of  

Chaos. Convergent Books, 2021 (May), 320 pp.  

Daniel Barbarisi. Chasing the Thrill: Obsession, Death, and Glory in America’s Most  

Extraordinary Treasure Hunt. Knopf, 2021 (May), 368 pp.  

Michelle Black. Sacrifice: A Gold Star Widow's Fight for the Truth. G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2021  

(May), 352 pp. 

John Boehner. On the House: A Washington Memoir. St. Martin’s Press, 2021 (April), 288 pp.  

Daniel P. Bolger. The Panzer Killers: The Untold Story of a Fighting General and His Spearhead  

Tank Division’s Charge into the Third Reich. Dutton Caliber, 2021 (May), 432 pp.  

Daniel James Brown. Facing the Mountain: A True Story of Japanese American Heroes in World  

War II. Viking, 2021 (May), 560 pp. 

Michael Dobbs. King Richard: Nixon and Watergate – An American Tragedy. Knopf, 2021  

(May), 416 pp.  

Edward-Isaac Dovere. Battle for the Soul: Inside the Democrats' Campaigns to Defeat Trump.  

Viking, 2021 (May), 528 pp. 

Jordan Ellenberg. Shape: The Hidden Geometry of Information, Biology, Strategy, Democracy,  

and Everything Else. Penguin Press, 2021 (May), 480 pp.  

Niall Ferguson. Doom: The Politics of Catastrophe. Penguin Press, 2021 (May), 496 pp. 

Leah Garrett. X Troop: The Secret Jewish Commandos of World War II. Houghton Mifflin  

Harcourt, 2021 (May), 368 pp.  

Malcolm Gladwell. The Bomber Mafia: A Dream, a Temptation, and the Longest Night of the  

Second World War. Little, Brown and Company, 2021 (April), 256 pp.  

Nathan Gorenstein. The Guns of John Moses Browning: The Remarkable Story of the Inventor  

Whose Firearms Changed the World. Scribner, 2021 (May), 336 pp. 

Bill Haslam. Faithful Presence: The Promise and the Peril of Faith in the Public Square. Thomas  

Nelson, 2021 (May), 240 pp.  

Josh Hawley. The Tyranny of Big Tech. Regnery, 2021 (May), 200 pp.  

Elizabeth Hinton. America on Fire: The Untold History of Police Violence and Black Rebellion   

Since the 1960s. Liveright, 2021 (May), 408 pp. 

Eddie Jaku. The Happiest Man on Earth: The Beautiful Life of an Auschwitz Survivor. Harper,  

2021 (May), 208 pp.  

Katherine Johnson. My Remarkable Journey: A Memoir. Amistad, 2021 (May), 256 pp.  

Daniel Kahneman, Olivier Sibony, and Cass R. Sunstein. Noise: A Flaw in Human Judgment.  

Little, Brown Spark, 2021 (May), 464 pp.  

Amy Klobuchar. Antitrust: Taking on Monopoly Power from the Gilded Age to the Digital Age.  
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Knopf, 2021 (April), 624 pp.  

Steven E. Koonin. Unsettled: What Climate Science Tells Us, What It Doesn’t, and Why It  

Matters. BenBella Books, 2021 (May), 240 pp.  

Carol Leonnig. Zero Fail: The Rise and Fall of the Secret Service. Random House, 2021 (May),  

560 pp. 

Jon Levy. You’re Invited: The Art and Science of Cultivating Influence. Harper Business, 2021  

(May), 272 pp.  

Michael Lewis. The Premonition: A Pandemic Story. Norton, 2021 (May), 320 pp. 

Tamika D. Mallory. State of Emergency: How We Win in the Country We Built. Atria/Black  

Privilege Publishing, 2021 (May), 272 pp.   

Alex Marlow. Breaking the News: Exposing the Establishment Media’s Hidden Deals and Secret  

Corruption. Threshold Editions, 2021 (May), 368 pp.  

Berry Meier. Spooked: The Trump Dossier, Black Cube, and the Rise of Private Spies. Harper,  

2021 (May), 336 pp.  

Marc Morris. The Anglo-Saxons: A History of the Beginnings of England: 400-1066. Simon &  

Schuster, 2021 (May), 528 pp. 

Andy Norman. Mental Immunity: Infectious Ideas, Mind-Parasites, and the Search for a Better  

Way to Think. Harper Wave, 2021 (May), 416 pp.  

Patrick K. O’Donnell. The Indispensables: The Diverse Soldier-Mariners Who Shaped the  

Country, Formed the Navy, and Rowed Washington Across the Delaware. Atlantic  

Monthly Press, 2021 (May), 432 pp. 

Bill O’Reilly. Killing the Mob: The Fight Against Organized Crime in America. St. Martin’s  

Press, 2021 (May), 304 pp.  

John L. Riley. Maverick: A Biography of Thomas Sowell. Basic Books, 2021 (May), 304 pp. 

Julian Sancton. Madhouse at the End of the Earth: The Belgica’s Journey into the Dark Antarctic  

Night. Crown, 2021 (May), 368 pp.  

Nicole Saphier. Panic Attack: Playing Politics with Science in the Fight Against COVID-19.  

Broadside Books, 2021 (May), 320 pp.  

Brad Stone. Amazon Unbound: Jeff Bezos and the Invention of a Global Empire. Simon &  

Schuster, 2021 (May), 496 pp. 

Gwen Strauss. The Nine: The True Story of a Band of Women Who Survived The Worst of Nazi  

Germany. St. Martin’s Press, 2021 (May), 336 pp. 

Tim Tate. The Spy Who Was Left Out in the Cold: The Secret History of Agent Goleniewski.  

Bantam Books, 2021 (May), 410 pp.  

Ronald C. White. Lincoln in Private: What His Personal Reflections Tell Us About Our Greatest  

President. Random House, 2021 (May), 352 pp. 

 

Spy fiction (April 2021 – May 2021) 

 

Stacey Abrams. While Justice Sleeps: A Novel. Doubleday, 2021 (May), 384 pp. 

Dale Brown. Arctic Storm Rising: A Novel (Nick Flynn, 1). William Morrow, 2021 (May), 400  

pp.  

Jack Carr. The Devil’s Hand: A Thriller (4) (Terminal List). Atria/Emily Bestler Books, 2021  

(April), 544 pp. 

Clive Cussler and Jack du Brul. The Saboteurs (An Isaac Bell Adventure). G.P. Putnam’s Sons,  

2021 (May), 400 pp.  
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Cap Daniels. The Russian’s Greed: Avenging Angel – Seven Deadly Sins. Anchor Watch  

Publishing, L.L.C., 2021 (May), 242 pp.  

Ernest Dempsey. Two Nights in Mumbai: A Dak Harper Thriller. 138 Publishing, 2021 (April),  

290 pp.  

Stephen Hunter. Basil’s War: A WWII Spy Thriller. Mysterious Press, 2021 (May), 288 pp.  

L.T. Ryan. Noble Ultimatum: A Jack Noble Thriller (13). Independently Published, 2021 (May),   

310 pp.  

Jake Tapper. The Devil May Dance: A Novel (Charlie and Margaret Marder Mystery, 2). Little,  

Brown and Company, 2021 (May), 336. 

Kathy Wang. Impostor Syndrome: A Novel. Custom House, 2021 (May), 368 pp.  

 

Academic Journals 

Intelligence and National Security, Vol. 36. No. 3. 

Obituary 

Loch K. Johnson, “The Sad Loss of Michael Herman (1929-2021),” pp. 313-314. 

JohnTolson & David King, “Michael Herman: Doyen of Intelligence Studies,” pp. 315-317. 

Articles 

Jan Koura, “A Prominent Spy: Mehdi Ben Barka, Czechoslovak Intelligence, and Eastern Bloc 

Espionage in the Third World during the Cold War,” pp. 318-339. 

Jeffrey Milliman & Michael Landon-Murray, “City Council and National Security: Oversight of 

Local Counterterrorism and Security Intelligence,” pp. 340-357. 

Jonathan Best, “’The Tortuousness of Our Albanian Allies’: Special Operations Executive in 

Albania through the eyes of Anthony Quayle’s Eight Hours from England,” pp. 358-376. 

Owen Ormerod, “Michael Polanyi and the Epistemology of Intelligence Analysis,” pp. 377-391. 

Majak D’Agoôt, “Reappraising the Effectiveness of Intelligence Methods of a Violent Non-State 

Sovereignty: A Case-Study of the SPLA Insurgency in the Sudan (1983-2005),” pp. 392-409. 

Daniel W.B. Lomas, “Party Politics and Intelligence: the Labour Party, British Intelligence and 

Oversight, 1979-1994,” pp. 410-430. 

Review Articles 

Jeffrey G. Karam, “Reflections on Beirut Rules: The Wider Consequences of US Foreign and 

Security Policy in Lebanon in the 1980s,” pp. 431-443. 

John Robert Wood, “China’s Maritime Strategy and National Security in the South China Sea,” 

pp. 444-450. 

Book Reviews 
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Anthony Glees – a review of Simon Ball’s Secret History: Writing the Rise of Britain’s 

Intelligence Services, Montreal/Kingston, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2020, xiv+266 pp. 

451-466.  

Ian Oxnevad – a review of Ioanna Iordanou’s Venice’s Secret Service: Organizing Intelligence in 

the Renaissance, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2019, 288 pp., pp. 454-456. 

Philip C. Shackelford -  a review of David Kilcullen’s The Dragons and the Snakes: How the Rest 

Learned to Fight the West, New York, Oxford University Press, 2020, 336 pp., pp. 457-459. 

John Blaxland – a review of Peter Edwards’ Law, Politics, and Intelligence: A Life of Robert 

Hope, Sydney, New South Press, 2020, 416 pp., pp. 459-464. 

Kurt F. Jensen – a review of Richard J. Samuels’ Special Duty: A History of the Japanese 

Intelligence Community, Ithaca, NY, Cornell University Press, 2020, 355 pp., pp. 464-466. 

Studies in Intelligence, Vol. 65, No. 1. 

In Memoriam 

Joseph W. Gartin, “Douglas John MacEachin (1937-2021).” 

Dr. Daniel Taso, “Psychiatrists, Professors, Patriots: Drs. Jerrold Post (1934-2020) and Laurence 

Cove (1933-2020).” 

Intelligence Today and Tomorrow 

Craig A. Dudley, “Lessons from SABLE SPEAR: The Application of an Artificial Intelligence 

Methodology in the Business of Intelligence.” 

Gregory Sims, “Learning in the Mud: From Training Individuals to Building an Organization that 

Learns: The Case for After Action Reviews in Intelligence.” 

Commentary 

Stephen C. Mercado, “Going Beyond English to Better See the World.” 

Review Essay 

J. R. Seeger, “Evaluating Resistance Operations in Western Europe during World Wat II.” 

Intelligence in Public Literature 

Brian C. Dudley – a review of Narges Bajoghli’s Iran Reframed: Anxieties of Power in the Islamic 

Republic, Stanford University Press, 2019, 176 pp. 

Jessica Garrett-Harsch – a review of John Ferris’ Behind the Enigma: The Authorized History of 

GCHQ, Britain’s Secret Cyber-Intelligence Agency, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2020, 823 pp.  

Joseph W. Caddell Jr. – a review of Robert M. Clark’s Geospatial Intelligence: Origins and 

Evolution, Georgetown University Press, 2020, 346 pp. 



5 
 

J. E. Leonardson - a review of Eliot Higgins’ We are Bellingcat, Bloomsbury, 2021, 255 pp., and 

of Sergei Lebedev’s Untraceable (a novel), Trans. Antonina W. Bouis, New Vessel Press, 2020, 

236 pp.  

David T. Berg, PhD – a review of Dennis A. Pluchinsky’s Anti-American Terrorism: From 

Eisenhower to Trump – A Chronicle of the Threat and Response, Volume I, The Eisenhower 

through Carter Administration, World Scientific, 2020, 617 pp. 

Thomas Coffey – a review of Chris Whipple’s The Spy Masters: How the CIA Directors Shape 

History and the Future, Scribner, 2020, 377 pp.  

American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 65, No. 2. 

Xu Xu, “To Repress or to Co-opt? Authoritarian Control in the Age of Digital Surveillance,” pp. 

309-325. 

Annual Review of Political Science, Vol. 21, No. 2. 

Allison Carnegie, “Secrecy in International Relations and Foreign Policy,” pp. 213-233. 

Annual Review of Public Health, Vol. 42. 

Stephan Lewandowsky, “Climate Change Disinformation and How to Combat It,” pp. 1-21. 

British Journal of Psychology, Vol. 112, No. 2. 

Jan-Willem van Prooijen & Mengdi Song, “The Cultural Dimension of Intergroup Conspiracy 

Theories,” pp. 455-473. 

Contemporary European History, Vol. 30, No. 2. 

Ewa Berard, “The ‘First Exhibition of Russian Art’ in Berlin: The Transnational Origins of 

Bolshevik Cultural Diplomacy, 1921-1922,” pp. 164-180. 

Contemporary Security Policy, Vol. 42, No. 2. 

Ryan Shandler, Michael L. Gross & Daphna Canetti, “A Fragile Public Preference for Cyber 

Strikes: Evidence from Survey Experiments in the United States, United Kingdom, and Israel,” 

pp. 135-162. 

Eugenio Lilli, “Redefining Deterrence in Cyberspace: Private Sector Contribution to National 

Strategies of Cyber Deterrence,” pp. 163-188. 

Contemporary Social Science, Vol. 16, No. 2. 

Martin Innes & Diyana Dobreva, “Disinformation and Digital Influencing After Terrorism: 

Spoofing, Truthing, and Social Proofing,” pp. 241-255. 

Criminology & Criminal Justice: An International Journal, Vol. 21, No. 2. 
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Tara Lai Quinlan, “Field, Capital, and the Policing Habitus: Understanding Bourdieu through the 

NYPD’s Post-9/11 Counterterrorism Practices,” pp. 187-205. 

Criminal Law and Philosophy, Vol. 15, No. 1. 

Tine Hindkjaer Madsen, “Are Dissenters Epistemically Arrogant?” pp. 1-23.  

Current Anthropology, Vol. 62, No. 2. 

Didier Fassin, “Of Plots and Men: The Heuristics of Conspiracy Theories,” pp. 128-137. 

Defence & Peace Economics, Vol. 32, No. 3 

Charles W. Mahoney, “Acquire or Expire: Publicly Traded Defense Contractors, Financial 

Markets, and Consolidation in the U.S. Defense Industry,” pp. 325-342. 

East European Politics & Societies, Vol. 35, No. 2. 

Paweł Sowiński, “Overseas Mechanism: The Polonia Book Fund, Ltd., Transnational Network, 

1958-1963,” pp. 384-406. 

Eli Charles Kaul, “From Orange to Red: Why the Security Services of Ukraine Changed the 

Approach to Handling Protests from 2004 to 2014,” pp. 460-492. 

European Journal for Security Research, Vol. 6, No. 1. 

Christer Pursiainen, “Russia’s Critical Infrastructure Policy: What Do We Know About It?” pp. 

21-38. 

Hawaiian Journal of History, No. 54, pp. 163-190. 

Ralph Thomas Kam, “The Watchers: How Espionage Doomed the Counter-Revolution of 1895,” 

pp. 163-190. 

Journal of American Studies, Vol. 55, No. 2. 

Ian Scott & Henry Thomson, “Patriots and Protesters, Mavericks and Manipulators: Assange, 

Snowden, and the Politics of Surveillance Cinema,” pp. 366-386. 

Journal of Cold War Studies, Vol. 23, No. 1. 

William Burr, “The Carter Administration’s ‘Damnable Dilemma’: How to Respond to Pakistan’s 

Secret Nuclear Weapons Program, 1978-1979,” pp. 4-54. 

Journal of the European Economic Association, Vol. 19, No. 2. 

Andreas Lichter, Max Löffler & Sebastian Siegloch, “The Long-Term Costs of Government 

Surveillance: Insights from Stasi Spying in East Germany,” pp. 741-789. 

Journal of International Students, Vol. 11, No. 2. 
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Ryan M. Allen & Ye Ying, “Why Deteriorating Relations, Xenophobia, and Safety Concerns Will 

Deter Chinese International Student Mobility to the United States,” pp. 1-7.  

Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 58, No. 3. 

Casper Sakstrup, “What’s Going On Next Door? Irregular Leader Change in Neighboring 

Countries, Uncertainty, and Civil War,” pp. 539-553. 

Journal of Policing, Intelligence & Counterterrorism, Vol. 16, No. 1. 

Gaetano Joe Ilardi & Debra Smith, “Revising the Relationship Between Academics and National 

Security Practitioners,” pp. 1-11. 

Michele Grossman & Natalie Davis, “A Bridge Too Far? An Academic-National Security 

Practitioner Dialogue on Research Collaboration Across the Divide,” pp. 12-31. 

James M. Silver et al., “A Coproduction Research Model between Academia and Law 

Enforcement Responsible for Investigating Threats,” pp. 32-43. 

Hussain Nadim, “Ties That Don’t Bind: Challenges in the Cooperation between Academia and 

National Security Establishment in Pakistan,” pp. 44-57. 

David Malet, “Countering Violent Extremism: Assessment in Theory and Practice,” pp. 58-74. 

Levi West & Kristy Campion, “Teaching Terrorism and Practitioners: Context, Capabilities, and 

Connectivity in Counter-Terrorism Knowledge and Networks,” pp. 75-91. 

Stepháne Lefebvre, “Academic-Intelligence Relationships: Opportunities, Strengths, Weaknesses, 

and Threats,” pp. 92-103. 

International History Review, Vol. 43, No. 2. 

Geraint Hughes, “Courting Sadat: The Heath Government and Britain’s Arms Sales to Egypt, 

1970-1973,” pp. 317-332. 

International Journal of Information Engineering & Electronic Business, Vol. 

13, No. 2. 

Raghad Khweiled, Mahmoud Jazzar & Derar Eleyan, “Cybercrimes during COVID-19 

Pandemic,” pp. 1-10. 

International Journal of Intelligence, Security & Public Affairs, Vol. 23, No. 1. 

Fernando Velasco Fernández, “Nothing New Under the Sun…? Toward Disruptive Intelligence,” 

pp. 1-12. 

Michael Landon-Murray & Rick Caceres-Rodriguez, “Building Research Partnerships to Bridge 

Gaps between the Study of Organizations and the Practice of Intelligence,” pp. 13-33. 
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Peter J. Phillips & Gabriela Pohl, “Disinformation Cascades, Espionage & Counter-Intelligence,” 

pp. 34-47. 

Richard J. Chasdi & Sheila R. Ronis, “A Study in Complexity: Unintended Consequences of 

Multiple Stakeholders in the U.S. Presidential Election Process,” pp. 48-62. 

Stephen Coulthart & Meghann Maloney, “Where in the World is Baghdadi? Refining a 

Methodology for Finding National Security Fugitives,” pp. 63-80. 

Marco Cepik, “Intelligence and Security Services in Brazil: Reappraising Institutional Flaws and 

Political Dynamics,” pp. 81-102. 

Jan Goldman -  a review of Bob de Graaff, Ed. Intelligence Communities and Cultures in Asia and 

the Middle East, Lynne Rienner Publishers, Boulder: Colorado, 2020, 504 pp., pp. 103-104. 

International Politics, Vol. 58, No. 2. 

Ioannis Chalkos, “Greece and the 1956 Hungarian Crisis: Perceptions, Analysis and Politics,” pp. 

226-243. 

Roger E. Kanet, “The Russian Federation, the USA and European Security,” pp. 235-258. 

Itinerario, Vol. 45, No. 1. 

Matthijs Tieleman, “’No Intrigue Is Spared’: Anglo-American Intelligence Networks in the 

Eighteenth-Century Dutch Republic,” pp. 99-123.  

Law & Social Inquiry, Vol. 46, No. 2. 

Freek van der Vet, “Spies, Lies, Trials, and Trolls: Political Lawyering against Disinformation and 

State Surveillance in Russia,” pp. 407-434. 

Pacific Review, Vol. 34, No. 3. 

Patrick Köllner, “Australia and New Zealand Recalibrate Their China Policies: Convergence and 

Divergence,” pp. 405-436. 

Post-Soviet Affairs, Vol. 37, No. 3. 

Richard Sakwa, “Heterarchy: Russian Politics between Chaos and Control,” pp. 222-241. 

Erik Andermo & Martin Kragh, “Sanctions and Dollar Dependency in Russia: Resilience, 

Vulnerability, and Financial Integration,” pp. 276-301. 

Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 32, No. 3. 

Antonio De Lauri & Astri Suhrke, “Armed Governance: The Case of the CIA-Supported Afghan 

Militias,” pp. 490-508. 

Jacob Zenn, “Academic Questions on Jihadist Sources, Analysis, and Networks: A Rejoinder to 

Will Reno on Unmasking Boko Haram,” pp. 535-549. 
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Social Epistemology, Vol. 35, No. 3. 

Seumas Miller, “Rethinking the Just Intelligence Theory of National Security Intelligence 

Collection and Analysis: The Principles of Discrimination, Necessity, Proportionality and 

Reciprocity,” pp. 211-231. 

War in History, Vol. 28, No. 2. 

Matthew Olex-Szczytowski, “The German Military Opposition and National Socialist Crimes, 

1939-1944: The Cases of Stauffenberg, Tresckow, and Schulenburg,” pp. 380-404. 

University of New Hampshire Law Review, Vol. 19, No. 2. 

Amir Cahane, “Israel’s SIGINT Oversight Ecosystem: COVID-19 Secret Location Tracking as a 

Test Case,” pp. 451-490. 

 

 


